170    CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER"

Was any man more eminent in his profession than the
present l[or]d kfeepe]^1 or more distinguished by his
eloquence and great abilities in the House of Commons?
And will not his enemies allow him to be fully equal to the
great station he now adorns ? But then it must be granted,
that he is wholly ignorant in the speculative as well as
practical part of polygamy: he knows not how to meta-
morphose a sober man into a lunatic : 2 he is no freethinker
in religion, nor has courage to be patron of an atheistical
book,3 while he is guardian of the Qu[een]'s conscience.
Though after all, to speak my private opinion, I cannot
think these such mighty objections to his character, as some
would pretend.

The person who now presides at the council,4 is descended
from a great and honourable father, not from the dregs of
the people; he was at the head of the treasury for some
years, and rather chose to enrich his prince than himself.
In the height of favour and credit, he sacrificed the greatest
employment in the kingdom to his conscience and honour :
he has been always firm in his loyalty and religion, zealous

1                                  Sir Simon Harcourt (1661 P-I727) who was lord chancellor, 1713-
14.    He was made lord keeper, October igth, 1710, after Cowper
resigned the chancellorship.   In the Sacheverell trial Harcourt was the
doctor's counsel.   He was created Baron Harcourt in 1711.   See also
note on p. 213 of vol. v. of present edition.   [T. S.]

2                                 This refers to the case of Richard, fifth Viscount Wenman, against
whom Cowper, in 1709, granted a commission of lunacy.   He was
under the care of Francis Wroughton, Esq., whose sister, Susannah,
he had married in the early part of 1709.   His brother-in-law sued him
for payment of his sister's portion, and asked that trustees be appointed
for his estate.   Cowper decided against Wenman, and the commission
granted.

The case is referred to in No. 40 of "The Tatler" (July I2th,
1709). Campbell says (" Chancellors," iv. 330) the commission

properly issued.11 Luttrell in his " Diary " (July 3Oth, 1709) notes that
" the jury yesterday brought it in that he [Wenman] was no idiot" (vi.
470). Lord Wenman died November 28th, 1729. See also Nos. 18
and 23, ante, and note, p. 101. [T. S.]

3                                 Tindal dedicated to Cowper * * a pious work which was not alto-
gether orthodox " (Campbell's " Chancellors," iv. 330).   [T. S.]

4                                 Laurence Hyde (1641-1711), created Earl of Rochester in 1682,
was appointed lord president of the council, . September 2ist, 1710,
succeeding Somers.  See also No. 41, post.   Swift unkindly sneers at
Somers's low birth.   See note on Somers on p. 29 of vol. i. of present
edition.   [T. S.]